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HSR READY DOWNTOWN
10-YEAR PROJECTIONS (240,000 SF OFFICE, 735 RESIDENTIAL UNITS, 118,500 SF RETAIL, 225 HOTEL ROOMS)

Nodes

Residential Mixed Use Devel-
opment Focus

Commercial Mixed Use Devel-
opment Focus

Future Development Link

Proposed HSR Station Zone

Bus Rapid Transit

Pedestrian Friendly Boulevard

Bike Path/Improvements

Ped Paseo

Improved
Intersections

Proposed HSR Station Sites

Proposed

Introduction

Study Area Boundary

Open Space

Bike Path/Improvements

Ped Paseo

Amtrak Station

Transit Center

Existing

Making Downtown Bakersfi eld HSR ready 
means leveraging and enhancing both 
the city-led and grassroots revitalization 
eff orts currently on-going. Connecting 
existing amenities and expanding 
opportunities to create a unique sense of 
place will broaden Downtown’s capture 
area while attracting new residents and 
businesses. Increasing the residential 
population through new mixed-use 
development will add vibrancy to 
street life and expand the retail base in 
Downtown, both of which will optimize the 
commercial development that is expected 
with future HSR service. Refocusing 
redevelopment in the historic core along 
Chester Avenue while connecting to Mill 
Creek will further bring all of Downtown’s 
districts together.

* Colors only refl ect where development projections should 
be focused in Downtown
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Study Area Boundary

Bus Rapid Transit

Pedestrian Friendly Boulevard

Bike Path/Improvements

Ped Paseo

Open Space 

Downtown Core/
Development Link

HSR Station Zone

HSR Station Site

Amtrak Station
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CHESTER CIRCLE REDEVELOPMENT
20-YEAR PROJECTIONS OPPORTUNITY A (835,000 SF OFFICE, 3,550 RESIDENTIAL UNITS, 486,000 SF RETAIL, 1013 HOTEL ROOMS)

By refocusing the HSR station’s front door 
and primary pedestrian connection on 
Chester Avenue, the City will strengthen 
the importance of the region’s “Main 
Street”, and capitalize on a redesigned 
Garces Circle as an important open space 
asset that centers a new development 
node. Future development would take 
further advantage of opportunity sites 
north and south of the HSR station while 
rethinking the area between Golden State 
Avenue and the Union Pacifi c Railway as a 
new multi-modal corridor that celebrates 
its transportation infrastructure, creates 
new opportunities to bridge north and 
south Downtown and connect the Kern 
River to Mill Creek.

Introduction

Nodes/Expansion 

Mixed Use

Offi  ce

Pedestrian Friendly Boulevard

Bike Path/Improvements

Ped Paseo

Shuttle Service

Multi-modal Corridor

Transit Center

Proposed

Existing

* Colors only refl ect where development projections should 
be focused in Downtown



3

ZIPPER REDEVELOPMENT
20 YEAR PROJECTIONS OPPORTUNITY  B (835,000 SF OFFICE, 3,550 RESIDENTIAL UNITS, 486,000 SF RETAIL, 1013 HOTEL ROOMS)

Introduction

Together the railroad, freeway and 
eventually HSR will have created a 
corridor of infrastructure that defi nes 
the northern edge of Downtown. The new 
HSR viaduct presents an opportunity to 
rethink this amalgam of infrastructure 
as a means to bridge (or “zip” together) 
Downtown with the Homaker Park 
neighborhood, creating an extension of 
the Mill Creek Linear Park to Kern River. A 
diagonal mixed-use corridor would frame 
and enclose this multi-modal right-of-way, 
leveraging the infrastructure to create a 
unique sense of place while developing a 
new Downtown skyline that links the HSR 
station towards Old Town Kern and the 
historic Union Station.
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RIVER STADIUM DISTRICT REDEVELOPMENT
20-YEAR PROJECTIONS OPPORTUNITY  C (835,000 SF OFFICE, 3,550 RESIDENTIAL UNITS, 486,000 SF RETAIL, 1013 HOTEL ROOMS)
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Introduction
The 75 acres between the Kern River and 
the proposed HSR station represents a 
relatively underutilized site that could 
be developed to create a new riverfront 
district in Downtown. HSR, the Kern 
County Museum and a new baseball or 
other recreational amenity would all be 
leveraged as anchors to a new vibrant 
node that integrates the River into 
Downtown. This new district would be 
anchored on Chester Avenue, furthering 
the historic emphasis on this important 
transportation corridor and linking into 
the Downtown core.
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* Colors only refl ect where development projections should 
be focused in Downtown


