
 
 

 
 

 
The following requirements have been established for the specifications for all sprinkler systems and submittal of plans being installed 
within this jurisdiction to the Bakersfield Fire Prevention Services Division. Submittals not conforming to these minimum 
requirements will be returned as incomplete. 

 
These requirements apply to New Construction, Existing Buildings,  
Single Family Residences are additionally governed by the California 
Residential Code. 

 
Automatic sprinkler systems are required throughout all new buildings where the area exceeds (10,000) square feet, area  
separation walls notwithstanding, including B Occupancies, and must be monitored.  To be classed as a separate building, 
for the purpose of this subsection, the exterior wall must be separated by twenty (20) feet from the exterior wall of another building.   
In enclosed overhangs, balconies, arcades and the like may encroach a maximum of three (3) feet from each exterior wall, or assumed  
exterior wall line.  Please refer to the Bakersfield Municipal Code, Sections 15.65.090 and 15.65.160 for additional local amendments. 

 
Automatic Sprinkler Systems are required for Assembly type occupancies, where assembly rooms contain a legitimate stage in any portion 
of the building, or where the assembly occupant load in any room exceeds three hundred (300) people, or else one hundred (100) people 
in Group A-2 Occupancies, or as additionally specified in the California Fire Code and Bakersfield Municipal Code. 
 
In buildings where a fully automatic sprinkler system does not exist and the floor area is increased twenty-five percent (25%)  
or more throughout the life of the building, and the area exceeds ten thousand (10,000) square feet before or after the addition,  
an automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout the total building.  (Bakersfield Municipal Code, Section 15.65.090). 
 
Sprinkler systems shall be designed, installed, and maintained in accordance with current NFPA 13.  All Central Station fire alarms must  
meet the requirements listed in current NFPA 72.  Central Station must be UL listed; and a copy of Certificate of Compliance by UL is to be  
submitted with plans.  Fees are based on area of coverage. 

 
THIRD PARTY INSPECTION COMPANIES 
 
Chapter 9 of the California Fire Code requires annual inspection and testing of automatic fire extinguishing systems as well as semi-annual and 
annual testing of Fire Alarm/Fire Suppression Systems.  All testing is to be performed by a qualified testing company and reports of tests are to 
be forwarded to the facility owner or manager.  As part of our responsibility to assure compliance, as well as safeguarding your facility and 
personnel, we require that a copy of the inspection report be submitted to this office within thirty (30) days of the inspection date.  To facilitate 
this we are requesting that a copy of the test results be forward to this office by the testing company when the original report is submitted to 
facility owner or manager.  If the facility owner elects not to have the report forward directly by the testing company; then the facility owner or 
operator is requiring to submit those test results within thirty (30) days.  This certification will be reviewed and maintained as part of your annual 
safety certification.  Failure to submit the required inspection report in a timely manner will result in a follow-up inspection of your facility by a 

Prevention Services Inspector. 

  
SECTION I.  DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS    
 
Yes No 
          1.  Provide three copies of plans and one set of original equipment data sheets.   
 NOTE:   Hand drawn plans will not be accepted. 

a. Drawings shall be legible, scaled and contain only the sprinkler alarm components – no overlays. 
b. Provide details for conductors on the plans, including type, manufacturer, and size. 
c. Occupancy classification. 
d. Square footage.  

 
          2. Provide current California State Fire Marshal listing sheets for all devices and equipment to be installed.        

 
 

          3. The Billing and Permit Statement must be filled out complete and shall be included in the submittal requirements.   
 
 
          5. A Certificate of Completion document shall be completed and signed by the Installer and the Servicing Company upon completion of 

project. 
 
          6. Hydraulic Calculations 
 
          7. All system risers shall be equipped with a Hydraulic Design Information Sign as described in NFPA 13, Section 25.5 (as amended). 

 
 
 

 NEW CONSTRUCTION / MODIFICATIONS 
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PLACE THE FOLLOWING NOTES VERBATIM ON THE PLAN: 
 
 

1. Scope of work:__________________________________________________________________________________ . 

2. Sprinkler plans shall be approved prior to the installation of any pipe. A set of approved plans, including hydraulic calcs 

for new systems, shall be retained at the job site at all times. 

3. This automatic fire protection system shall be designed, fabricated, and installed in accordance with current NFPA 13 

and local municipal codes enforced by the Bakersfield Fire Department. 

4. The point of connection is_______________________________________________________________ (e.g., 6” AFF). 

5. All valves shall have a permanently affixed sign identifying their function and building served. 

6. All system risers shall be equipped with a Hydraulic Design Information Sign as described in NFPA 13, Section 25.5 (as 

amended). 

7. All underground mains and lead in connections shall be flushed in accordance with Bakersfield City Water Department 

(661)326-3715, NFPA 13 and/or 24 prior to connection to the overhead system; the flush shall be witnessed by a 

Bakersfield Fire Department inspector. 

8. Call Bakersfield Fire Department inspectors to schedule all inspections at least 48 hours in advance. Inspections 

canceled after 1 p.m. on the day before the scheduled date will be subject to a reinspection fee. 

Inspectors: Shane (661)326-3650, Kris (661)326-3706 and Esther (661)326-3658. 

9. The installer shall perform all required acceptance tests in the presence of the fire inspector. 

10. All new systems and additions or modifications to existing piping affecting more than 20 sprinklers shall be 

hydrostatically tested for two hours at 200 psi or at 50 psi above the system operating pressure, whichever is greater. 

Hydro testing above operating pressure is not required for relocated drops. 

11. All FDCs, wall PIVs, and exterior/exposed sprinkler riser valves shall be painted OSHA safety red. Other fire sprinkler or 

supply pipe exposed to the sky or susceptible to wet conditions shall be painted (any color) or otherwise coated to 

inhibit corrosion. Stainless steel assemblies and piping may be left unpainted provided that any hose connections, 

valves, or other components operated by the fire department are painted red. 

12. All sprinkler piping shall remain uncovered until inspected by Bakersfield Fire Department. 

13. At final inspection, ceilings shall have final finishes and have all patches and repairs completed.  

 

 

FLOW TEST INFORMATION (all blanks must be complete) 

Location ______________________________________; Date _____/_____/_____ ; Elevation (ft) 

__________ 

Static Pressure (psi) ____________; Residual Pressure (psi) ____________; Flow (gpm) 

________________ 

FIRE SPRINKLER DESIGN CRITERIA (all blanks must be complete) 

Hydraulic Design _______________ (gpm/sq.ft.) over (sq.ft.); 

Requiring ____________ (gpm) at ____________ (psi) at the Base of Riser; Safety Margin (psi) _________ 
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